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Quack Account abi i ty-
Wy S andar di zed Test s Gan’ t Measur e School
Per f or nance

ART. founder, forner presi dent, andi nvesti ga
tionsof ficer eneritusJoeGstright spokeat t he My
neeting, but not bef ore Aresi dent Roy Auer bachrevi ened
hi s renmarkabl e contributionstol ocal historyand
skepti ¢ sm Joehesal agstand nginterest inloca histary
and hel ped f oundt he Kent on @unty H stori cal Soci ety.
Hetaught hi ghschod chemistryandhistory. Inaddition
he has gi venabout adozental kstoA R T., onsubj ects
rangi ngfromhi sinvestigati onsintoTherapeuti ¢ Touch
andfam i es troubl ed by ghost s t 0 a conpr ehensi ve
hi story of nonsenseinG nci nnati andi ts Buropeanroat s.

@ al thesub ectsJoehasspokentoART. on, he
has nade t he deepest st udy of thi s neeting stopic,
begi nni ng i n graduat e school when hewote hi s
d ssertati ononaprod enre at edt ostandard zedtesting
and conpl et ed hi s doct oral degree i neducati onal
eval uation. For nmany year s hewas di rect or of both
educat i onal eval uationandtestingfor theG nci nnati
R icShod s.

Joestartedout by concedi ngthat youcan't teach

w thout testing. Teachersal ways col | ect sonesort of

(Cont. Pg 6)
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The Gnmitt eeont he i enti fi c I nvesti gati onof
a ai ns of t he Par anor nal
Local G oup Represent ati ves Meet i ng:
2002 Axil 2001, at theGenter for Inquiry,
Anherst, NY.

Represent at i ves of four Ganadi an, 19 Usand
oneoverseas groups net for twodaysat theCGnter for
I nqui ryinAnmerst, asuburbof Buffal o. Atendance
representsnarethanha f of the38groupslistedinthe
back of the Skeur/cal /nguirer. Sone of thel ocal
gaoushaved fficd tyrenai nngactive, a hersconsi st
of very f ewnentoer s.

Mbst of usarrivedonFri day af t er noon, stayed
a theloca , v ki ngdi stance, Mt el 6, axdateat the
nei ghbor i ng Ponder osavwenthe Genter for I nquiry
ddnat providethened . Mst of usa sostayedfor the
25" anni ver sary cel ebrati onof C3 AP, whi cht ook
pl ace on Sunday af t er noon.

The conferencewas rather infornal wth
I nt ensi ve neet i ngs Sat ur day nor ni ng and af t er noon,
and Sunday norni ng. Thefirst part of thenorni ng
sessi onwas devotedtorenarks by the Genter staff:
Paul Kurtz, president of theCenter; Barry Karr,
nanager of the Scer/cal /murrer; JoeNckd |, chi ef
I nvestigator; and AnandaChesvorth, yout hi nvol ve-
nent. Lat er sessi onsweredevotedto (1) describing
wat eechgroupseesasi tsacconpl i shnerts, 1. e Wt
wor ked, then (2) brokei nt o subgroups whi ch each
d scussedanaj or topi ¢, whii ch(3) thenrepartedtothe
wd egroupfor further d scussi on.

Inhisintroducti onPaul Kurtzl a denphasi s
ontheconcept of i ngui ry, onsci entificinvestigation
asthebasi sfor (3 QP Heal sospokeof t he changes
theirrationd hasundergorei nthepast t hreedecades,
fromvel i kovsky and von Cani ki ntorecent “post -
(Cont. Pg 8)
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Comments Corner......

1853 wasa Very Good Y ear

My promised look at feminism in 1842 turned out to be too
long for oneissue, so it will be delayed till later. Inits place
areview of “Spirituality in Cincinnati” as presented by our
favorite Eclectic Physician, Jos. R. Buchanan, inthe Journal
of Man (What follows is a long quote from the issue for
March 1853). --Joe Gastright

Spiritual Circles are not confined to any particular class
of society, but are found on every street and square of the city. The facts almost
stagger belief. Many circles were held in secret and we only learned of them by
accident, and many we have reason to suppose, are of this class. We found fifty-
nine organized circles and thesefigures may be safely doubled to arrive at thetrue
number. This however does not include hundreds of circles which are held
occasionally, or which have only just commenced. The number of mediums
whose names we could ascertain was three hundred and ten which does not
include those partially developed. If that class were added, the number of
mediums in Cincinnati would not be less than twelve hundred!

So great was the demand for the publications touching this subject, that
one book concern, that of F. Bly, theblind phrenologist, has confined hisbusiness
entirely to this class of books. The number which have been written, referring
directly to this phenomena is thirty-five, and near a dozen newspapers and
periodical sdevoted to theinvestigation of thissubject, areissued in different parts
of theUnion, all of which find many eager purchasersin our city. Another measure
of theinterest whichisfelt in this matter is exhibited in the fact that the " Spiritual
Beacon” commencesits publication thisweek with one thousand city subscribers.

Inthe progressof thismovement the old system of communicating by raps
hasbeen superseded by yet stranger processes. It used to take half an hour to obtain
anything like a complete sentence by raps. Now mediums are able to write and
even talk under spiritual influence. Other physical manifestations have recently
taken place. We will mention afew of the most boldly defined cases.

At aprivate circle in the western part of the city, the editor of a morning
paper was carried, together with atable upon which he sat, several times across a
room, without there being any visible moving cause...... An ex-judge on Fourth
street, who had been ridiculing his wife for convening circles in his house, was
prevailed upon to attend. He challenged any spirits present to show themselves by
working on the table around which they sat. No sooner had these words left his
mouth, when the top was twisted from its column and rolled cross the floor!

But to the communications. These are now generaly made by the
mediums arm being spiritually magnetized, and becoming obedient to spiritual
directioninwriting, or in pointing out the letters on alarge a phabet; or, asismore
frequently the case, after ahalf an hour of sitting hand in hand in acircle of eight
or adozen persons, the medium is taken possession of by the spirits who use her
organs of speech in talking to the company........ These “revelations’ through the
medium vary somewhat, yet they are of a radical character. They teach the
overthrow of existing church organizations, and say that vital changes must be
made in the social and commercial world.
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AR.T. S uck by S urkey’ s?
\_ 7 Business \_ 7 Qonpensat i on Her el
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Miy Meeti ng of the
Execut i ve Gounci |

The Execut i ve Gounci | net My 5t o hear Vil f
Roder report onhistriptoAnmerst, NewYork, toneet wth
other representati vesdf | ocd skeptics' groups. Theneeti ng
was cal | ed by C3 GJPt o encour age stronger rel ati onshi ps
anong t he | ocal groups and bet ween t hemand C3 QCP.
VA f’ sreport appearse sewherei nthi si ssue.

Qr treasury stands at $1, 953. Agrant of $200from
CS QP pai d part of the expenses of Vol f'strip.
Mender shi pi s at 105. A anni ng began f or our annual
sunmer pi cni ¢, andnonmnati onsfor next year’ sofficers
vered scussed.

BEveryonewent honew thanactionlist tobe
acconpl i shed bef oret he next neeting, June 2, Bet hesda
B ue AshMdi cal Building, at thecorner of Rei dHart nan
H ghway and Cooper Roadin Bl ue Ash. AIl ART
nenfoer s. ar e vel cone.

-Reportedby M rg ni aJer gens.

Menber shi p Durati on

The ART Execut i ve Gounci | appr oved a
proposal tohavea | nenfbershipsstart in
| at e Sunmer, i norder tocoordinate
nenfoer shi pw thour fiscal year, froml
Agust to31Ju yd thenext year. Thiswl |
alowustonai | reneva requestsonlyonce
ayear intheFd | .

N I B o e A i Y I
[ = L

~

~ Fortrad ersga ngsi dered
Thedanger theysayisbacterid.
| don' t knowt hepattern \
OhMrsor onSaturn /
But on\enusit nust bevenereal .
Robert Frost

\
I
|

I T
N I s s A O I O A

Meniber s whower et reat ed rudel y by awai tress at
Surkey' sRestaurant after anART. neetingat the
Womng RublicLi brarynaycal | 1nezK einat 513
521-8195, or e-nai | her at i nez@ne. net. I nezhas a
$15gi ft certificatefor aneal at Surkey sfor you,

courtesy of t he nanagenent .

APuzzle for Thinkers

Yi n and Yang.

P cturetheinage of the synbol
soneti nescal | edyinandyang. (Thisis
thecentral syntbol intheflagof South
Krea) It cosistsdf alargecirde ino
whi chtwosnal | er circul ar arcsarei nscri bed.
I nagi newecarryoneof thecircul ar arcsaroundto
naketheful |l circle. Thisl|eavesaconplicated
figureboundedbythreecircu ar arcs. If thelarge
circleis3untsinarea, hoM argew!| thearead
thi sfigrebe?

Sl ui ontothepuzzl ei nthel ast i ssue:

Aregu ar pd ygonwth165°i nteri or ang es.
Thinkof thetriangl esthat fornthi spa ygon. Each
baseangl ew | | be hal f of 165°andt he t wo base
anglesw || addto 165° whi chl eaves 15°for t he
angl eat theapexof thetriang e, sinceall three
angl esof atriangl eaddt0180°. 360di vi ded by 15
equal s 24, sotherew || bethat nanytriangl esto
formt he pal ygonvhi chw | | have 24 si des.

15°

165°
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

) 'uﬂ""‘

Mo Fryc] qoed aof Reudbscl erce:
fromd i enAbalict i ons t o Zore Ther oy

Wl liamE WIians, Gnera Editor
(NewYork: FactsonF le, Inc. 2000)

Ohthefaceof it thisisastandard AtoZ
encycl opedi afromareput abl e publ i sher. FFomA i en
Abduct i ons t 0 Znaan Rays t he 385 pages di scuss t he
nany and naj or topi csrel at edt o pseudosci ence. Mst
aeshort atidesind pebeticd ader. Cearl ythisisthe
sort of ref erence book every skepti ¢ has and needs t o
haveonhi sshel f.

Thelist of four advi sers and consul tant s,
however, gave ne pause. Wiat i sadirector of theJ.
AlenHmek Cnter for UFOS udi esdoi ngonthislist.
Anot her advi ser i s Prof essor Mrcel | o Truzzi, the
Drector of aCenter for Anonal i es Research. Truzzi vas
one of thefoundersof C3 GPandthefirst editor of
thel r nagazi ne. They sooncanetoaparti ngof thevays,
because, as KenFrazi er wote“Truzzi wantedit tobe
nareof anacadennc, especia lysocid ogicd , journd :”
and “Truzzi wanted CS GOPtoi nvi t e par anor nal
proponentsintotheorgani zation.” Qearly, Truzzi
cones fromavi ewpoi nt of cultural andscientific
rel ativi sm Thi svi ewseeks debetewththebe i eversin
theparanornal , evenonsulj ect s consi deredsett| edand
beyondd sputeby sci enti sts.

Anot her advi ser isaResearchSoecialist ina
Oepartnent of rel ig ousstud es. Thel ast of theadvi sers
isRofessor of theFhi | osophy of Science. Heiswlling
toadvancethethought that “sonei deasthat nay at first
| ook i kesuperstitionsevent ud |y beconeaccept edi nto
science.” (p. Xiii) Anexanpl eof this“isacupuncture,
which—enerejectedas ‘oriental fakery’ — s now
increasing y (i f grudgingy) recogni zedas engagedwth
sonethingquitered.” (p. xiii) Otheather handhed so
comment s ont he soci al sci ences t hat “t o nany har d
sci enti ststhesesofter sci enceswerenuchnorel i ke
pseudosci encethantruescience.” (p. xiv) Thisis, in
ot her words, abook t o betakenw th care and sone
sketicism

4

Howdoes one descri be or corment on a nass of
short articl es. Looki ngfor sonet hi ngcharacteristic, |
first tunedtoUad ogy (p. 359). Innyop ni ontheaut hor
d theartid e(noned theartid esaresigned) iswllingto
gi vet oonuchcredi t tot he phenonenon. Fhrasesi ncl ude
suchas“thest udy of theevi dencefor, andexpl aneti ondf,
theseodbservations...” or “Theconti nui ng cont r over sy
over UFOs...” doesnat soundoverlycritica . Thefurther
read ngat theendcitesnoned therea lycritica works
about t he UFOphenonenon. These, however, can be
foundlistedunder FhilipJ. Kasswhoa ongw t h Janes
Randi and nany ot her s, not Paul Kurtzt hough, appears
i nt hesepages.

TheentryonAi enAbduct i on nenti ons Harvar d
pr of essor John Mick promnent |y, but bal ancest hi s by
givingfour contrary expl anati ons of t he phenonenon.
Theentry under crashedH yi ng Saucers gi ves al ot of
space andt oo nuch credencet ot he Jul y 1947 nci dent at
Roswel |, Newhgxi co. Doesany rational personstill
beieveth s, or d danyever?

Arat her odd aspect of thi s Zwcyc/ gpedi a of
Reuapsci ercearethenany arti cl esonwhat | at | east
think, istruescience. WyaretherearticlesontheB g
Bang, bi of eedback, continenta drift (plaetectoncs),
Easter Isl andor the germt heory. Wiat ar e Havel ock
Hlis, |saac Newt on, Loui s Past eur and nany ot her
proninent sci enti stsda nginthisbodk. | ameft wththe
di stinct i npressi on, theauthorsandadvi sersof this
vol une | ack acl ear di stincti onbetweenwhat i s pseudo
andwhat i ssci ence. Neverthel ess, it isaninteresting
vol une, and shoul d be onyour shel f. Were el se coul d
youfindout what i sor was K ckapoo Q1 .

—\l f Roder

ARoomTenperature | Q

Achapl eft ard | of fil mtobedevel oped
at asupernarket i nEngl and. Wenstore
enpl oyees examnedthe prints, they
recogni zedtheneninthepi cturesasthe
robberswhora dedthestoretwoweeksearlier. Rilice
arrest ed Rol and Tough, 22, when he cane back t o pi ck
uphisprints. Hehadtakent he phot os of t he gangand
their loot inorder to®“showfriendsinpri sonhownel |
t hey were doi ng. ” Toughwas sentencedtosi xyearsin
jal for therabdbery. (Tines of London)
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The St arv ¢ @ises:
JearingtheAr about Gobal Virmmng
by Patri ckJ. Mchael sandRobert C Bal ling, Jr.
(Veishi ngton: TheGatol nstitute, 2000)

Theaut hor s present t hensel ves as | eadi ng spokesnen
for al argenuniber of at nospheri ¢ sci enti stswhoguesti onthe
redityd dood varming, o a | east consi der theprocessas of
nogreat practical i nportance. Thel ead aut hor, Mchael s,
knows vihat hei stal ki ngabout andi sanexpert i nthesul ect.
Hehasadoctorateinagricu tura clinato ogyfromal eadi ng
uivesty.

Vi have heardal ot about gl obal warningi nthe press
andon TV, aspeci al i ssue of Neusueek, vi ce-presi dent A
@or e has conment ed of t en, andnaj or pol i tical conferences
andtreati esded wththeissue. Nichadl scl ai ng nost of what
we have heardi s wong or exagger at ed. The sl owpr ocess of
gl obal war ning as a consequence of thei ncrease of carbon
d oxi deintheat nespherew || result onl yi nannor i ncrease
intenperature, andnost of that wll begoodfor us.

Asinall sciencethereisacerta nanount of basic
agreenent bet ween Nichael sandt heresearchershecriti ci zes.
Al agreethat Qintheg obal at nespherehasi ncreasedsi nce
1958 f romabout 315 ppmt 0 365 ppm andt hat t he sour ce of
thi sincreaserepresentshunani nputs. Therei snodoubt this
andat her greenhousegases, e. g nethane, act | i keabl arket on
theearth, thet i skeeptheheat i nthetropospherel onger, sothe
earthvarns. Mchael s’ bottomesti nat e of gl obal warning
over thenext hundredyearsisat | east 1 2°C(2 2°F) i nsunmer s
andat nost 1L 7°C(3. 1°F) inwnters, (Tabl e6l, p. 108). Thisis
nuch| esst hannany ot her sci enti st s expect, andt her eby hangs
thecotroversy.

Mbst 1 ongtermesti nat es of gl obal war ning depend
on G\ (General Qrcul ati onMdel s of the at nosphere),
naj or prograns runni ngonthel argest conputers si mil ati ng
theat nosphereof theentireearth. Theearliest of these
progranswerehui It i ntheseventies, andwererat her sinpl e.
Despitethei r grow ngsophi sti cation, theyrenai nprimtive
neasured ont he si ze and conpl exi ty of thecl i nat es andthe
seasons. Mchael s nakes nuchof thefact, that asestinates
i nproved gl obal war mingvas reducedfromtheearl i er crude
estinates. Tvertytothirtyyearshavepassedsi ncet heearl i est
viork ongl obal warning. Mchael s usestheenpirica dataof
thesel ast decadestoconfront hi scad | eagues. Heshonsthet the
QM have beeni nadequat et o si mil at et he cl i nat e we have
experi encedinthiscentury, or tocafirnthed inated thel ast
decades. Heshowsthisnot onlyfor tenperature, but a sofor
precipitation, floodi ng, wnd, drought, andvari ous ot her
veat her phenonena. It i sveryhardt oargueagai nst enpi ri cal
data. Hereisthesummary of anassessnent of nidwest ern
UBACcl i nat e change:

Theand ysi sof historicd drought patterns
incentral North Anericabringus once
againtothedil enmathat i sal waysat the
heart of the greenhouse debate. The
nuneri cal nodel si nul at i ons woul d have us
expect i ncreasi ngtenperat ure, decreasi ng
sunmer rai nfal |, andadecreaseinthesoil
noi sturel evel s. But we can check t hese
expectations agai nst real i ty becauset he
reg onhesexcd | ent tenperat ure, precipita
tion, anddrought records. Infact, nonecf
t he expect ed seasond patternsarefoundin
theobservati ons. Tenperaturesinthearea
arenct rising, rainfall ratesareupin
sunmer i nsteadof wnter, andthel eadi ng
drought indi cators showatrendto
increasi ngnai sturel evel s. (R, 131-132)

The aut hor s consi der further that nost of the
tenperatureincreasew || coneinnmd andhighlatitude
wnters, wthonlyaverysnal | i ncreasei nsunmers. This
patternwl| benefit rat her t hanhar nt he hunanpopu ati onof
earth. Further benefitsw il conefronmarei ntensi vepl ant
growt h, i ncl udi ngof crops, fromanincreaseinQ]and
shorterwriers.

M chael s and Bal | i ng have a t hought f ul and
skepti cal book packedwi t hf act swhi chdeservesahearing. It
isnarredbytheir attitudeof naki ngtheclinated sputea
battlebetweengoodandevil (p. 8). It doesn't govel | to
accusesci enti stsontheat her si dedf thedebat ed supporti ng
aWNinternationd i st agenda(p. 14), of generati ngsonesort
o sci entificcover toaf oregonecand usion(p. 15), o nerd y
def endi ngasentinent for transferri ngnoney fronrichto
poor (p. 14). Theseattitudes nerel y nake ne suspect thei r
ownbias. After all, theGatolnstitute, sponsors and
publ i shers of t he book i s known as an ext renel y
coservativethi nktank.

—\l f Roder

M psychi c advi ceiseveryhit as |
usefu asthefinest battl ed
Frenchmnera vater. :
—bi o-astrol oger Esneral davon |
Léwenzahn-Dent del i on |
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Quack Accountability..... from page 1

i nfornat i ononwhat students arel earni ng. Goodteachers
track what student s have acconpl i shedw ththe goal of
naki ngsurethey | earnwhat theteacher thinksthey needto
knowabout asubj ect. Poor teachersarenorelikel ytoset
standardscl ai nedt obehi ghandthensuggest that thet it’ sthe
students' sj obtoneet them

As 1 ongast here has been educati ont her e seemt o
have been net hods t 0 eval uat e what has beenl earned. I1na
fanous seri es of tal ks
Raoillwstraedh snethod
of teachingandeva uating
hi s st udent s as t hey van-
der ed ar ound down t own
At hens ar ound 400 BCE
Thestrd lingresutedthe
net hod' sbei ngcal l edthe
Peri pat eti c School . The
ol dest exi stingtestswe
have ar e Chi nese, dating
fromabout 225 BCE,
when t hey wer e used t o
test andt hereby st andar di ze workersintheinperi al
bur eaucracy.

Anot her net hod of testingi s pittingone student
agai nst anot her t o det er ninne who knows nor e. Thi s net hod,
cal | ed schol asticdisputation, originatedinEuropean
uni versi tiesduri ngtheMdd e Ages. Shal asti ci smwasthe
phi | osophy andt hedl ogy of Vst er n Ghri st endomahi chhel d
svayinBraopefrontheninthtofifteenthcenturies.

S udent s wer e seat ed by cl ass rank, the hi ghest
ranki ngstudent i nthel eft corner of thebackrow andthe
| ovest i ntheright corner of thefront row Any st udent was
al | onedtochdl | engeany st udent abovehi mtoadi sputati on.
Wilent hechal | engevasi ssued, theteacher firedquesti onsat
bot h st udent s. Voever ansversthenest questi onscorrectly
tooktheseat of theh gher rankedof thetwostudents, wil ethe
def eat ed st udent sl unkintothel oner rankedseat. Thi s net hod
wasstill i nusevhenJoeatt ended Gwvi ngtonlati nSchod |, a
Ronan Gat hal i ¢ schoal for boys.

Intheni neteenthcentury, oral exam nati onwas
consi deredabetter vaytoeva uat est udent sthand sputati on.
Thedifficutywthora exannnati onvasthat it vascarried
out i nthepresencedf anentirecl assof students. Teachers
rapidyranout of goodquesti onstoask, si nceeveryoneheard
al theansverstothequesti ons.

Lat ei ntheni net eent hcent ury paper andpenci | tests
of thesort we are nowaccust onedt o wer e devel oped. 1 n
Grnany anearl ytest devel oper, Bbbi nghaus, devel opedthe
conpl etion, or fill intheblanks, test. Aongwththe
devel opnent of test itens, statistica nethodstoand yzethem
begant o be devel oped. , i ncl udi ng Rear son’ s product nonent

6

cordationandSearnan spartia corre aion Thecenter
o thescientificworldat thistinevesRri s, wereschod s
verequi testandar di zed. Brery student at agi venl evel vas
ont he sane page of atextbook onthe sane day as every
other studert of thet levd . Ufortunatdy, standard zi ngthe
chi | drenprovedi npossi bl e thesl oner ones| agged behi nd.

AfredB net al awyer who had st udi ed nedi ci ne,
vas askedt o devel op anet hod of i denti fyi ngthe sl oner
children, sothat theywoul dnot sl owdownthe ot her
students. Bret triedd | sortsof ideasthencurrent inhi s
searchfor asorting net hod: phrenol ogy (anal ysi s of
ineligencebyrd atingit tobunps onthehead); pal mstry,
whi chl ookedfor intel ligenceinthelinesonthepa m
o aphd ogy, whi chassunedt hat better witi ngneant better
thi nki ng; and physi ognony, basedonthenoti onthat the
better | ooki ngyouare, thebrighter youare. Fnallyhe
observedt hat peopl e who knowl ot s of w se sayi ngs and
have abi gvocabul aryarenoreinte | i gent that thosewo
don't. Theanount of cultural know edgeapersonhasisa
goodi nd cati ondf intd i gence. Testsdf vocabu aryarestil |
usedi nd | standerd zedtests. 1n1905, B net brought out the
first versionof histest of cutura knowedge. Thetest d d
not neasurewnat chil drenknew Insteadit rankedchil dren
fromsnartest todunbest, fromwho knewt he nost t owho
knewt he | east. The t est neasur ed know edge, not
indligmoe

In 1908, B net thought he knewwhat chi | dren
shoul dknowat eachgradel evel . Thet | evel of know edge he
ca lednentd age, soeachchil d‘ sscorecod dbetransl ated
intonental age. Mntal agedi vi ded by chronadl ogi cal age
vas supposedtotel | howachi I drankedinintel | gence.
Scores over onei ndi cat ed above averagei ntel | i gence;
scor es bel owonei ndi cat ed bel owaverage. Thenental age
noti onpersi steduntil about 1930, whenit vas di scar ded.

Theversionof the
B net test usedi nthelhi ted
Satestoday, theSanford
net, was devel oped by
Ternaninthe 1930’ s. By
thet tine, standard zed, “db-
jective” testsof student
acconpl i shnent wer ew del y
accepted, astheresult of
st udi es showi ng t hat
teacher’ s gradi ngwas anyt hi ngbut obj ective. In1913a
st udy used100cdl | egel evel geonet ry paper st ot est teacher
obj ectivity. Onepaper vas sel ectedasrepresentati veand
sent to100geonat ryt eachersfor gradi ng. A theti nenost
or ades wer e scor ed as per cent ages. I nthi s casethe 100
t eacher s ret urned grades rangi ng f rom28% 92%Anot her
st udy f oundt hat asanpl e of teachers gavethesane Byl i sh
conposi ti ongrades rangi ng frome0% 98% Anul titude
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of other studi es si nce have conet ot he sane concl usi on:
teachersdonat agreeonwhat constitutesaparti cu ar grade.
Sudert s, of course, knewt hi sl ongbef oreresear chconfi rned
thei r practical know edge of whot he “easy” and “hard”
teachers are. Sandardi zedtest s bani shedvariationin
teacher’ sgrad ngtosoneextent, but d dnat beni shvariadility
i nthestudert staki ngthetests.

Thecurrent versionof theSanfordB net setsthe
nean at a score of 100. The
standarddevi ati onat about 15.
Qbher tests, includ ngintelli-
gencetestsfor mlitaryusein
Ver| dVer |, were devel oped.
Thenul ti pl e choi ce questi on
fornat vasinvented. Astheuse
o thetestsgrew sod dabusedf
theresul tingscores. Inthe
Lhited S at es, nany sout hern
stat esusedstandard zedteststo
det er mne who shoul d be det er -
mneda“nental defective’ and
sterilizedtoprevent contaninati ondf thegenepod , a though
thetests neasureonl y know edge, nat i nnateintel | i gence.
Qher abusesresul tedi nunvarrant edfiringof teachersand
princi pal s. As evi dence of abusesurfaced, test usecd | gpsed
duri ngthe1930 s.

But the needt oneasur e educat i onal acconpl i shnent
persi sted, andtesti ngrecovered. Bythe1950 stest scores
begantobe ef fecti vel y used f or gui dance. Qne t hi ng
standard zedtest scanpred ct vel | i sfuturesuccessi nschod
sotest resu tsareusefu i nadvi si ngst udent sthi ki ngof gai ng
tocd | egear graduet eschod . Test scarescd | ectedasearl yas
thefifthgadeareusefu inthisregard, sincestudentsrardy
changestrongl yi neducati onal achi evenent after that age.
Rar e except i ons i ncl ude st udent s whose dysl exi aor poor
visionor hearingor other correctabl eprobl emi streated
sucoessful 1y

Thel atest formof test abuse, thenotionthat test
resul ts can be usedt o hol dteachers and pri nci pal s
“account abl €” begani nthe 1970’ s and has nowgrownintoa
nani af or test scores. Unfortunatel y, thetestscan't tel |l you
anyt hi ngabout teacher or schod achi evenent. Al they cando
i srank chil drenfromhi ghest tol onest onwhat t hey know

Test itensarewi ttenanddesi gnedt oproduce scor es
that spreadstudentsout accuratel yfromoptobottom The
god istoget scaoresthat areasd fferent aspossi b e Aquesti on
that nost studentseither nissor ansver correctlyisareal
| oser. Agquesti onthat onl yafewt gpscari ngst udert sget ri gt
isided . Aguesti onthet d scrininet esnegati vel yi sd sogood
Soaquestionthat nost hi ghscorers niss, but nost | ow
scorersget right woul dbeagoodtest item

Testsdonot findout hownuch st udent s know Mst

7

standar di zedt est st ake about twohours, becausel onger

testsared fficuttosel toteachersandadmn strators.

Theyarelinntedt oabout 120 questi ons, onl y 20nar et han
t he 100 i ni numneeded t o di scri ni nat e bet ween every
percentil e, soeachquestionnust discrininate. No
guest i ons canask about i nfornati onthat canbetaught as
easi | ytobright astodu | ki dscanbei ncl uded, becausethey
donat discrimnate. Inadditiontestsarewittensot hat

i ndi vi dual chil dren’ sscoresrenai npretty nucht he sane
fromyear toyear. Thebelief that intel ligenceisastabl e
quaitypronotestheeffort toprevent achild sscorefrom
bounci ngaroundw 1 dl y.

These net hods of witingitensresult intests
whi chareusef ul i ndi scri ninat i nganong st udent s sot hat
they canbepl acedwthot her chil drenwhol earnat about
t he sane pacet hat they do. Scor es appear as a nor nal
distributi ona socal |l edbel | shapedcurve. Thenndd e 60%
of studentscanall learntogether. Thetop20%w || be
boredif hel dtot he pace of themdd e 60% Thet op 2%
under st and abst ract t hi ngs so nuch bett er t han ot her
student sthat they canvery nearl ybecl assi fi edas anat her
speci es, andrequi respeci a atention Thel oner 20901 |
not beabl etokeepupw ththenndd e 60% andt he bott om
2% || needconstant supervi siontol earn.

But the scores donot tell youwhi chchil dren
wthinagivengroupare
noreor | esslikel ytodo
vel | inschool . They al so
donot tel | you hownuch
childrenas awhol eare
| earningor howvel | they
arebe ngtaught, a though
standar di zedt est scores
aedtenusedfor this. The

. 9 &; . X ’
onl yvaytoi nfl uencet est .'ift‘a;’,’\\m.‘ D53
i ‘A\», "';}""‘0 P =)
scoresistoteachtothe :%ﬂl@m P
test, predctingvet Wil (35 &7 %

beonthetest andteachi ng \a

that. Uhfortunately, be-

causetest i tensnust d scri ninat ebetweenthedul | andthe
bright, thi snethodof teachi ngnust focus oni nfornati on
andskillsthat onlybright childrenarelikel ytohave.
Inportant skills, besicsliketd lingtine thet test witers
believed | chil drenhaveget | eft aut.

Because of errorsintheteststhensel ves and
variabilityinthechildrenwhotakethem for exanpl e
taki ngatest vhensi ckor tired, nongj or deci sionsat d |
shoul dbe nade ont hebasi s of asi ngl escore. Thef ut urecof
teachers, princi pal s, andschod sshoul dnat betiedtoany
test results. Thetestswerenat desi gnedt oneasureschod
per f or mance, andinfact do not nmeasure school
per f or nance.

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJergens
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Amherst/CSI COP Report...from page 1

noder n” at t acks onsci encefromw thi nthe acadeny. Barry
Karr di scussedthel ocal groups asaforumtogather |ike
n nded peopl e. Joe N ckel | spoke of thel ocal groups as
resour ces, fromwthi nwhi chinvestigati onscoul doriginate
and be publ i ci zed. Ananda Cheswort hdi scussed her wor k of
out reach t o yout h and school s, by neans of awebsite,
suggest edcl assroomectivities, adread nglists.

Lhder t he headi ng of acconpl i shnent, eachdel egat e
nade abri ef presentati ononwhat workedor di dnot work for
hisor her group. | | earnedt hat nast groups arevery nuchl i ke
ART, nost had reached a pl at eau i n nenber shi p, nany at
about t he one hundred nar k. Mbst have peri odi ¢ neetings for
activities, that i spresentati onsby aspeaker. Theseneeti ngs
areinportant, nany nenfoersjointobeentertai ned. Mst
i ssueanevsl etter. Gal s, andwhat thesenight be, i san
enoti onal i ssue. For soneof usit i sour owneducati onand
under st andi ng about whi chi ssues and “truths” are
questi onabl e, at hersfi ndpseudosci enceentertai ni ngi nthe
sense “what fool sthesenortal sbe.” Yet ot her nenoer s
appear tohaveanaj or i nterest i nnaki ngani npact onthe
public, throughthe nedi a, or
anong young peopl e inthe
schod s. It i stobeexpectedt hat
each group has probl ens fi ndi ng
andretai ni ngnenbers. It isny
observationthat nany skepti cs
have a backgr ound as f or ner
believers, or a | esst havear hedan
i nterest i nsone oneor several
pseudosci ences. The f or ner ex-
pert on FO s or bigfoot isa
famlia figwreinsketicd cirdes.
Many gr oups have websi t es, sone have el ect roni ¢ di scussi on
groups. Al groupsarei nterestedi ne ectroni ¢ conmoni cati on
andvart toexpandthi s.

Herearesonethingsthat workedfor sone:

= Do ani nt ensi ve wor kshop on sonetopi c, e.g. on
ghost s, ondowsi ng, onwhat ever. Howdowe knowit isor
isn't so. Howdowerecogni ze, i nvesti gat et he phenonenon.
= Researchthepal i ce, havet hey used psychi cs, what
has beentheresul t. Night they beint erest edi nwhat we have
tocatribue
= St upaskepti cal speakerspand at neetings of ather
argan zati as, e. g sci encefi cti onconverti on, nensaneeti ng,
a apsychicfair (if youdare).
= Have a smal | group, about ei ght nenbers, doa
brai nst orning sessi on, devel gperitica thinkingskill's, wet
actiontotakeagai nst “al ternati ve’ nedi ci ne, or soneat her
tqic

8

s Recruit quality, rather thanquantity nenfers.
Qality: thosevhohaveskill sandarew ! lingtocontribute
vork. Thi s presunabl y neans f i ndi ng peopl e w t h speci al
skillsadirnterests.

= Q gani ze aneeti ng of “Skepticsinthe Pub”
periodicdly, just for tal kandfun. Rossi bl y consi der ot her
“soci d” rat her thaneducati ondl neeti ngs.

s Set upor all owtoorgani zeasnal | sub-group of
activeor expert nenfberstopursuethei r omnprgj ect.

I For aneeting, prepare avague announcenent
vhi ch nakes you seempro sone weirdtopic, e.g. LFOs,
dovei ng, exorci sm etc. Thendebunkthei ssuetothegulibl e
s Pr epar e a panphl et, “Wiowe A e and Wiat we Do”
for friends, prospects, andthenedi a. Haveit readytohand
au a dl tines.

s Gveanaver df or excd | ence(insci ence, intruth) to
a news per son f or good wor k. Peopl e do wel cone such
avard, especi a | ywhennobody el seseenstoreador |isten.
= AT-shirt, e. g. “TanpaBay Skeptics.” Thi swas
promnent | ywornat theneeting. Rossi bl y sone ot her si gn
of identification bunper sticker, perhgps.

N
Cincinnati
Skeptics

s Gt onthel ocal ta kshow get toknom hehost (s),
suggest taa cs.

Reports fromSmwal | O scussi on G oups

Rblicity, Qireach, Md a

Qurt thel ocal nedi a. Gonpl i nent t hemwhent hey
dothingsright. Gat onthel ocal norni ngshow theyare
al ways searchingfor naterial . Mkefriendswthl ocal
nedi a persons, i nvitethentospeaktothegroupontopics
theyarefanmiliar wth, e.g. quackeryinthenews, urban
| egends, etc. Askthel ocal economicsreporter tota kabout
“scanmingor bi | ki ngd dpeopl € for i nstance.

Mixi mize expertisewthinthegroup. Witefor
| ocal ned aandpuld i shif possi bl etoget credertid s, eveni f
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onlyletterstotheeditor. Mil pressrel easestothel oca
nedi ai ncl udi ngradi oand TVstati ons. Venwriti ngapress
red eesewitefor theed tor, sotha hear shecanpubl i shit as
itstands. Thisrea | yneansdothevorkfor theed tor, donat
expect thel ocal nedi atoresearchor edit your story. It nust
bepldisheld g ertertaning cd orfu, adi ded | yreadytocut
- adpesterigtino
Il the newspaper or
radi oscript. Send
pressrel easesd so
tothered ostati as.
Fortdevision ths
| needsvisual's, so
findvisuals. If
possi bl e nake use
of local, public

call eaccess.

Rut your peop eonspeakerslistsat theloca library
(if theyhaveone). Prepareskepti cal panel di scussi ons. Be
preparedtoexpl ai nwhat C3 QPi s, andisnot. Provi de
speakersat | ocal conventions, toRtary, Lions, Kni ghts of
Q@ untus, etc. Beconeinterestedi nthel oca schod sci ence
cl ubs or sci encefair, va uteer toserveasaj udge.

Recrui t nent and nenfoer acti vi ti es.

S wll providenailinglabel sonceayear. Toget
naoreacti venenters, don't just nai | these, call thepersons,
d scusswhet theycando, thei r expertise, or vnet theyvart in
agroup.

Rut toget her a“best of nevel etter” for recru t nent,
wthlist of speskersandtopi cs.

TheNati onal Gounci | for Sci ence Educati oni s an
anti-creationi st body, whi chsupports schod sandt eachers
whoresi st pseudosci encei nthecl assroom Gt thedirector,
BEugeni e Scott or ot her nenfoer s of thestaff of NOCEtota k
toyour group, thentrytotapintothernailinglist. Trythe
sane f or M ke Sherner of the Septics Soci ety andhi s
Skex/ cnagezi ne Trytoexchange speakersandnai linglists
wtha her ocd organi zati oswohaverd atedi nterests, e g
astronony cl ub, I nternational B ot herhood of Mgi ci ans,
Nt ural H story Miseum I nvitesone of thei r novers and
shaker s as speskers.

Atendsciencefairs, layout literatureandfl yers;
attendS at e i ence Teacher s Meti ngs. A thel oca psychic
fair, docd dread ngs, chand aspirit, etc. thenexp a nhow
itsdoneandhaveliteratureandflyersout. The sanefor
conpany heal t hfai rs, or nagi ci ans shovs.

Speaktopeopl eabout their specificinterests, e g.
about Hol ocaust Deni a t o peopl e concer ned.

Peopl e vant t o be entertai ned. Hence, soci al
gatheringsor aparty. Qgani zeafirewal k or aseance,
particu arl ytoget thel oca news peop eout. Haveprogr ans

forchildren, e g dukthewtch(l ocd sci enceteacher?), beke
“msfort une” cooki es. Gheckthewebsitef or goodi deas a ong
thslire

(nsi der abreakf ast neeting, especia | yof asnal |
gopd ativiss.

Nati onal Organi zati on

Therewas genera agreenent t hat a speaker s bur eau
or |ist isneeded, andanechani smfor know ngwhen and
werespeskersarel ikd ytotrave .

There was furt her general agreenent we need a
nati onal organi zati onaof skeptical groups. C3 GPw I | serve
asnetiond organi zati onandi spreparedtoturnthenevsl etter
Saaica Biefsintoanaiona nevsl etter for groups, for
nentoer s w t hi ngroups, andfor peopl e out si de of groups.

Ther e was a good deal of di scussi on about t he
structred anati ond group, andtherd eandrd ati onshi pof
thel ocal groupstothenati ona . Noagreenent coul dbef orged
inthetineaval ad e

I ssues and quest i ons concer ni ngt heseand ot her natters:
= G oup represent ati on on CS QCP, nat ur e of
nentoer shi p, vatingrights.

= Legal andliabilityissues. (Thel egal website
“nol 0. comi was nent i oned as aresour ce)

= Sone ki ndof el ectroni cnetvorki s needed.

= Ganwe providefor I ocal grouptax exenpt status
throughaneti onal organi zati on?

= Nat ure and st ruct ure of nati onal dat a base of
speakers, conmuni cati onabout speakers.

= Howt oi nfl uencet he nedi a.

Thereiscl earl yadesi refor cl oser organi zati onand
nor e uni ty. Ther e nay even be cause t o have a nati onal
neeti ngannual 1y. For theti nebei nghovever, thepl anisto
di scussorgani zati onfurther bye ectronicnail. Thedetail s
aretobe hashed out anong group | eader s and C3 QP over
thenext weeks. Tobepart of thi s di scussi onsubscribeto
skepl oc@opi ca. com
whi chi s host ed on
httop: [ [/
www. t opi ca. coml
pertner/tagOL

-- Val f Roder
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[&a /s o Yvanmg Bers ..

The Last Meeting of t he year!
09 June 2001 —Sat ur day 10 AM- 12 PM
FieldTri p&H cnic—B gBone Li ck S at e Park (Lhi on, KY)
Jonat hanBarker, Park Nat ural i st
B gBone Li ck S at e Park (~22 mi SAbf Govi ngt on, KY)
http://vww st a e ky. us/ agenci es/ parks/ bi goone. t m

Though recogni zed by the scientificworl dasthe B rthpl ace of Awerican

\ertelratePal eontd ogy”, BB.SPi snat vel | -knomn, eventol ongti neresi dentsaof thetri-stateregon. Ja nus
as Jonat han| eads a90 nmnut eval ki ng-tour (only 1/ 2nn; paved &accessi bl €) past t he newbogdi orana, thel ast
renai ningspringandthebi sonpen. VW& || bedi scussingthehi storyof thepark, gl aciation, thegeo ogi c
inportancedf thissite itsuseby Niti veAwri cans &earl ysettl ers, anditsva ueasaneducat i ondl resourcefor
| ocd schod s.

Brown-bagyour | unchfor thisprogram we' Il picnicintheparkafterwards. Menbers of KAEES&
QR havebeeninvitedtoj o nusfor thisprogramandwe’ veevenreservedashel ter i ncaseof rainl

Anomnal feeof acoupl eof bucks per personw || becadl | ectedtodefray park expenses. ART
i sal soaski ngperti ci pantstonakeacontri buti ontofurther thepark seducati ond effarts.

Mps werei ncl udedi nt he My reninder nai | i ng—+f youw shtobeonthat |ist, send$15. 00t o:
ART Mentoer shi p Secr et ary; POBox 12896; d nci nnati, (H 45212- 0896

July &August Sunmer activities...

...areusud lylintedtothenenbers’ picnicinAugust (if youvant aninvitation, jontoday!). However,
thi syear we' regai ngtosteal ani deafromskepti csinlLondon, Egl and. ..

—Skepticsinthe Pub—

X we' ve heardyal

Sonefol ksjust can't nakeit todayti neneetings, evenont he weekends.

Qher fd ksw shwe dgat her si npl yfor soci a reasorns.
Sill athersfed that everyFRidaythel3thshou dbefeted

WV |, aharnoni ¢ conver gence has presentedi tsel f:
Juyi3 20L....
isaRicayi!!.
Let’sce erateat al ocd vare/m/ad é
G abyour dowsi ngrods and send us your di vi nati ons. . .

Renenfoer, thisissinplyasoci al event —ropresentati on(unl essyouvant toget into“l’ Il showyounyrod,
ifyou Il shonneyous...).

Watch your e-mail, SANE or snail mail for news of this event.
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. e share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax:
716-636-1733, Www\W.SCicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newsletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FL
33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM and publishes Cincinnati Skeptic
each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of information on paranormal
claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was founded by Cincinnati area
skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Lance Moody (513) 336-9834 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Membership Questions: Nurit Bowman (513) 731-0642 E-mail: nuritb@netscape.net

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed”: (highlighted)- your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:

ONew Member ORenewing Member QContribution  QGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
PhoneWork: Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However; if %ou are able to, your
additional contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generously, if possible. k you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my dues to further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues: $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., P.O. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
CORequest subjects for future meetings

[Please do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
- P

- For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network
e e e Effort. You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”
i -' Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. This is our

- means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.
Be sure to check out our skeptical website at http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
things as how to get to our meetings; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample copies of the newsletter
to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Non-Profit Org.

v“7 Association for Rational Thought

PO. Box 12896 U.S. Postage Paid
A Y Cincinnati, OH 45212 Cincinnati, OH
v Permit 402

Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investiga-
tions to the public. You are cordially invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included
elsewharein thisissue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Tentl Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Sat. June 9, 2001
Approximate Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:15PM - 2:00 PM Lunch

Field trip to Big Bone Lick State Park.
Bring your lunch with you.
Mark your Calendars, Detalls inside!

Friday the13th of July-Skeptics in the Pub! ! !

WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR DETAILS

For this Summer ‘s Picnic!!
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!
Seeyou there!
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